








The art of

art walks

A handoff of Portland’s
First Friday event signals
growth opportunities

fter Aucocisco Gallery passed

directorship of the First Friday Art

Walk to Portland Arts and Cultural
Alliance last summer, many new opportu-
nities opened up. PACA, a nonprofit,
intends to seek additional grants and
donations to better market the event and
expand t.

PACA Executive Director Catherine
Valenza says the art walk now costs
$17,300 a year to run, which includes the
costs of Valenza's part-time pay, as well as
the expense of printing out hundreds of
monthly brochures. The brochure, which is
the event's rmajor marketing tool, lists all
participating galleries, studios and busi-
nesses where people can see art, and also
locates them on a street map. With a
recent $3,000 grant from the Maine
Comrmunity Foundation, FACA has already
doubled the number of printed brochures
ta 1,000 and is distributing them several
days earlier in advance of the walk. -

PACA could make a major improve-
ment to First Friday, Valenza says, by hiring
a trolley to trundle people around town,
helping push out the perimeters of the
walk as well as opening up more parking
options. Valenza says the art walk is limit-
less in a way because it can always incor-
Parate more alternative spaces, like shops,
coffee houses or other businesses, which
could volunteer to show art.

Andres Verzosa, owner of Aucocisco
Gallery and one of the art walk’s found-
BrE, envisions even mora prospects. He
says the night could be enlivened by
retail stores staying open later an First
Friday, or even displaying original art to
get listed on the brochure, A furniture
store could host a talk on furniture design
or a book store could invite an expert to
speak about anything from Mesopotamian
art to post-minimalism. Performance art
with a palitical bent or live music could fill
Open spaces, like in the city squares, |
see that there could be mare defined
relationships betweean art and business,”
he says. “You want to da things that will
attract people and mean something to
the community.”
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